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SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICE. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Education  Committee. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  annual  report  of  the  School 
Health  Service  of  West  Bromwich  for  the  year  1951. 

The  School  Medical  Officer  who  was  in  charge  of  the  School 
Health  Service  during  the  period  to  which  this  report  relates, 
Dr.  J.  Tudor  Lewis,  relinquished  his  appointment  in  January, 
1952,  and  I  did  not  take  up  my  duties  until  March  of  this  year. 
In  presenting  this  report,  relating  to  an  era  in  which  I  had  no 
part,  I  feel  somewhat  in  the  position  of  a  latter-day  compiler  of 
a  classical  work  which  still  bears  on  the  cover  the  name  of  its 
distinguished  originator.  But  the  School  Health  Service  has  main¬ 
tained  the  same  general  character  over  a  number  of  years.  Since 
there  are  no  major  changes  to  report  I  will  confine  my  introduct¬ 
ory  remarks  to  a  few  observations  on  the  records  which  follow. 

Routine  medical  inspections  in  1951  were  slightly  fewer  than 
in  the  previous  year,  but  more  special  inspections  were  carried 
out.  Scrutiny  of  the  returns  show  no  striking  incidence  of  any 
defect,  but  two1  small  features  are  worthy  of  comment.  One  of 
these  is  the  decline  in  the  number  of  cases  requiring  treatment 
for  visual  defects.  This  has  been  a  noticeable  trend  over  the 
past  four  years.  The  percentage  of  cases  seen  at  periodic 
examinations  and  referred  for  treatment  was  as  follows:—- 
1948,  5.2%;  1949,  4.45%;  1950,  3.6%;  and  in  1951,  3  2%. 
The  reason  for  this  decline  is  not  quite  clear  but  it  seems  probable 
that  a  certain  number  of  children  have  been  obtaining  treatment 
independently  under  the  National  Health  Service. 

The  other  feature  concerns  the  children  found  at  periodic 
inspections  to  be  suffering  from  Nose  or  Throat  defects  calling 
for  treatment  or  observation.  The  average  number  of  cases 
referred  for  treatment  for  enlarged  tonsils  and  adenoids  for  the 
years  1948  to  1950  was  4,1%  of  the  total  examined;  the  percent¬ 
age  noted  as  needing  to-  be  kept  under  observation  in  the  same 
period  was  3.8%.  In  1951  the  proportions  were  approximately 
reversed,  3.4%  of  the  cases  examined  being  referred  for  treatment, 
whilst  4.7%  were  marked  for  observation.  This  reflects  partly 
a  more  conservative  attitude  regarding  the  treatment  of  tonsillar 
enlargement,  and  partly  the  length  of  the  waiting  list  for 
tonsillectomy. 
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The  school  dental  service  continued  to  operate  under  some 
difficulties  due  to  lack  of  staff.  Although  there  was  a  slight 
improvement  in  this  direction,  enabling  a  few  more  inspections 
to  be  carried  out  than  in  the  previous  year,  most  of  the  work 
done  was  in  the  nature  of  emergency  treatment. 

As  Mr.  Littlefield,  the  Senior  Dental  Officer  indicates,  the 
number  of  cases  found  on  inspection  to  be  in  the  need  of  treat' 
ment  rose  by  22.3%  between  1948  and  1951.  If  the  children’s 
mouths  are  to  be  maintained  in  a  healthy  condition  it  is  essential 
that  their  teeth  should  be  examined  at  frequent  and  regular 
intervals,  so  that  decay  can  be  combatted  at  its  earliest  appearance. 

Even  a  short  period  of  neglect  may  lead  to  extensive  deterioration. 

Until  more  dental  staff  are  available,  or  dental  practitioners  in  the 
National  Health  Service  are  able  to  devote  more  time  to  the 
treatment  of  school  children  the  situation  must  remain  precarious. 

Mr.  Littlefield  left  the  Corporation’s  service  at  the  end  of  the 
period  under  review  to  take  up  another  appointment  and  has 
been  succeeded  by  Mr.  D.  H.  Goose. 

The  members  of  the  staff  of  the  School  Health  Department 
have  continued  to  render  excellent  service,  and  I  would  like  to 
record  my  thanks  for  their  good  work,  particularly  during  the 
transition  period  between  the  departure  of  Dr.  Tudor  Lewis  and 
my  installation  in  his  stead.  To  the  Director  of  Education,  his 
staff,  and  the  head  teachers  of  the  schools,  acknowledgements  OuJL 
due  for  their  help  and  co-operation  in  all  matters  concerning  the 
health  of  the  school  child.  It  would  not  be  fitting  to  close  with¬ 
out  reference  to  the  unstinting  help  and  encouragement  of  the 
Chairman  and  Members  of  the  School  Health  and  Attendance 
Sub- Committee. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and 
Gentlemen. 


Your  obedient  servant, 


G.  M.  FLEMING. 


May,  1952. 
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SCHOOLS  AND  SCHOOL  POPULATION. 

School  Population  1951  .  14,364 


Number  of  Primary  Schools  in  Borough  ...  ...  21 

Number  of  Secondary  Schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Number  of  Special  Day  Schools  ...  ...  ...  1 

Number  of  Secondary  Grammar  Schools  ...  ...  1 

Number  of  Art  Schools  ...  ...  ...  1 

Number  of  Technical  Colleges  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Number  of  Secondary  Technical  Schools  ...  ...  1 

LOCATION  OF  SCHOOL  CLINICS. 


Central  Clinic  :  Lombard  Street  West,  West  Bromwich. 

Stone  Cross  Clinic  :  Jervoise  Lane,  Stone  Cross,  West 
Bromwich. 

Greets  Green  Clinic  :  Whitehall  Road,  Greets  Green,  West 
Bromwich. 

Hamstead  Clinic  :  Tanhouse  Avenue,  Hamstead. 

SCHOOL  HYGIENE. 

During  1951  improvements  have  been  effected  in  the  toilet 
facilities  of  the  three  nursery  schools,  i.e.,  Beeches  Road,  Joseph 
Edward  Cox  and  Hall  Green  Road. 

There  has  been  a  complete  modernisation  of  the  latrine 
accommodation  at  Fisher  Street,  Lyng  and  Spon  Lane  Schools 
and  further  modernisation  in  the  toilet  accommodation  at  Spon 
Lane  Infants’  Schools. 

MEDICAL  INSPECTION  AND  TREATMENT  OF 

SCHOOL  CHILDREN. 

Full  details  of  the  work  carried  out  will  be  found  in  the 
tables  at  the  end  of  the  report.  In  the  following  sections 
attention  is  drawn  to  the  main  items  of  interest  or  importance. 

(a)  School  Medical  Inspections.  (See  Table  I.) 

A  total  of  2,802  children  were  medically  inspected  during 
the  year  as  compared  with  a  total  of  2,990  children  in  the  previous 
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year,  while  the  total  number  of  special  inspections  and 
reunspections  during  1951  was  3,464  as  compared  with  2,353 
in  1950. 

(b)  General  Condition  of  School  Children.  (See 

Table  II.) 

Table  II  gives  the  results  of  the  classification  of  those 
children  examined  during  the  year  for  their  general  condition. 
Of  the  2,802  children  examined  at  routine  medical  inspection, 
30  192%  were  classified  as  being  of  “good”  general  condition 
compared  with  19.96%  in  the  previous  year;  68.879%  were 
classified  as  of  “  fair  ”  condition  compared  with  79.29%  in  the 
previous  year;  .927%  were  considered  to  be  of  “  poor  ”  condition 
compared  with  .73%  in  1950. 

These  figures  show  minor  fluctuations  from  year  to  year. 
Such  small  changes  cannot  be  regarded  as  significant  since  the 
information  they  are  intended  to  impart  cannot  be  accurately 
assessed.  Any  judgement  as  to  the  degree  of  a  person’s  general 
fitness  will  be  influenced  by  the  individual  standards  of  the 
doctor  making  the  examination,  and  two  doctors  working 
independently  may  estimate  the  same  child’s  fitness  quite 
differently.  Until  some  rapid,  objective  method  is  found  of 
estimating  a  child’s  general  condition  the  results  of  such  estimates 
will  be  statistically  of  little  value.  If  one  does  not,  however, 
attach  undue  importance  to  the  figures  themselves,  one  can  still 
gain  from  them  an  overall  picture  of  the  general  state  of  well' 
being  of  the  school  child,  and  in  1951,  I  am  glad  to  be  able  to 
report,  this  remained  good. 

(c)  Infestation  with  Vermin. 

In  1951,  30,770  examinations  for  uncleanliness  were  carried 
out  by  school  nurses,  and  of  these  1,277  pupils  were  found  to-  be 
infested  with  vermin.  It  was  necessary  to  institute  proceedings 
under  the  Education  Act  in  respect  of  two  children  during  the 
year. 

We  have  continued  our  policy  of  encouraging  mothers  to 
clean  the  heads  of  their  own  children  rather  than  take  the 
responsibility  from  them.  Combs  are  obtainable  from  the  school 
clinic  and  may  be  purchased  at  a  small  cost  or  loaned  on  payment 
of  a  small  deposit. 

(d)  Minor  Ailments.  (See  Table  III ) 

A  total  of  2,519  cases  were  treated  for  minor  ailments 
compared  with  2,367  in  the  previous  year.  2  cases  of  ringworm 
of  the  scalp  were  encountered  and  only  6  cases  of  ringworm  of 
the  body.  Scabies  was  diagnosed  in  11  children.  Minor  eye 
conditions  amounted  to  182. 
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(e)  Defective  Vision  and  Squints. 

145  cases  were  examined  for  errors  of  refraction,  and 
spectacles  were  prescribed  in  124  cases.  Cases  requiring 
operation  or  orthoptic  treatment  for  squint  were  referred  to  the 
West  Bromwich  and  District  Hospital.  21  children  were 
operated  on  for  the  correction  of  squint. 

(/)  Treatment  of  Diseases  of  the  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat. 

The  arrangements  were  continued  as  in  previous  years 
whereby  children  requiring  treatment  for  nose  and  throat 
conditions  were  operated  on  at  Hallam  Hospital.  10  children 
received  operative  treatment  for  diseases  of  the  ear. 

(g)  Treatment  of  Orthopaedic  and  Postural  Defects. 

Orthopaedic  treatment  was  continued  at  the  West  Bromwich 
and  District  General  Hospital  under  the  direct  supervision  of 
Mr.  Kirkham.  The  remedial  exercise  clinic  continued  at  Hallam 
Hospital. 

Summary  of  Wor\  at  Remedial  Exercise  Clinic. 

Number  of  sessions  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  79 

Number  of  patients  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Number  of  attendances  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  163 

Treatment  by  Artificial  Sunlight. 

The  Ultra  Violet  Light  clinics  were  continued  during  the 
year,  the  total  number  of  schoolchildren  treated  being  106  and 
attendances  913,  compared  with  84  and  1,428  respectively  in 
1950. 

PROVISION  OF  MEALS  IN  SCHOOLS. 

The  demand  for  School  Meals,  the  decline  of  which  was 
commented  upon  in  last  year’s  annual  report,  increased  from 
3,600  per  day  m  April,  1951,  to  approximately  4,000  per  day  in 
December,  1951.  The  number  of  free  meals  being  provided  has 
varied  between  550  and  600  per  day.  The  total  number  of  meals 
provided  during  the  year  was  775,406.  Of  this  number,  94,735 
were  provided  free  of  charge. 

MILK  IN  SCHOOLS  SCHEME. 

In  February,  1951,  10,878  pupils  were  taking  milk  and  this 
number  increased  to  approximately  11,500  in  December,  1951. 
During  the  year  2,301,195  oneThird  pint  bottles  of  milk  were 
supplied  free  to  pupils. 


8 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

(a)  Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

136  children  were  immunised  during  the  year  and  a  supple¬ 
mentary  injection  was  given  to  109.  It  is  estimated  that  84%  of 
the  school  population  is  now  protected  against  this  disease. 

(b)  Incidence  of  Infectious  Disease. 

The  number  of  cases  of  notifiable  infectious  disease  occurring 
in  the  schools  showed  a  considerable  increase  owing  to  an  epidemic 
of  measles  in  the  early  part  of  the  year.  There  was,  however,  a 
reduction  in  the  number  of  cases  of  whooping  cough,  scarlet  fever 
and  chicken  pox.  Two-  cases  of  poliomyelitis  were  reported. 
There  were  no  deaths  from  infectious  disease  in  schoolchildren 
during  the  year. 

(c)  Tuberculosis  in  School  Children. 

We  are  indebted  to  Dr.  C.  W.  Cole,  Chest  Physician  to  the 
West  Bromwich  District  Hospital  Group  for  details'  on  the  work 
connected  with  school  children  suffering  from  pulmonary  tuber¬ 
culosis. 

The  year  of  1951  has  been  a  good  one  in  respect  of  school 
children  suffering  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis.  The  number  of 
notified  cases  in  the  year  was  16,  and  the  number  of  school 
children  referred  to  this  clinic,  and  found  to  be  non-tuberculous 
was  68. 

The  majority  of  school  children  who  develop  tuberculosis 
in  this  town,  come  as  direct  contacts  from  somebody  else  living 
m  the  house,  and  they  could  be  assessed  as  preventable.  The 
best  method  for  prevention  would  seem  to  lie  in  the  close  inte¬ 
gration  of  the  Health  Visiting  Service  with  the  Anti-Tuberculosis 
Health  Visitors.  It  is  felt  that  one  Tuberculosis  Health  Visitor 
is  inadequate  for  an  area  of  this  sise,  and  if  visits  could  be  made 
more  frequently  to  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  we  could 
expect  to-  see  fewer  children  develop  tuberculosis,  if  we  knew 
more  about  their  parents. 

In  this  town  281  school  children  were  vaccinated  with 
B  C.G.,  and  in  addition  a  number  of  pre-school  children  also, 
but  it  is  as  yet  too  early  to  say  what  the  result  of  this  procedure 
will  be  as  it  is  a  long  term  policy.  It  is  hoped  that  the  result 
will  more  than  justify  the  time  and  energy  involved. 

The  Secondary  Technical  Girls’  School  which  gave  rise  to 
considerable  anxiety  in  1950  has  ceased  to  give  rise  to  any 
further  cause  for  alarm.  It  is  believed  that  the  probable  source 
of  infection  which  was  outside  the  school  has  been  removed. 
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Disease 

1st 

Qr. 

2nd 

Qr. 

3rd 

Qr. 

4th 

Qr. 

Total 

1951 

Total 

1950 

Scarlet  Fever  . . . 

9 

7 

8 

10 

34 

60 

Diphtheria 

1 

— ■ 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Pneumonia 

2 

— - 

1 

— 

3 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

9 

14 

14 

24 

61 

77 

Measles 

451 

142 

13 

91 

697 

60 

Chicken  Pox  . . . 
Poliomyelitis 

1 

1 

— 

2 

10 

(paralytic)  . . . 
Poliomyelitis 

1 

_ 

— 

1 

2 

3 

(non-paralytic) 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Dysentery 

1 

2 

— • 

1 

3 

— 

Paratyphoid 

- - 

— 

1 

1 

- - 

MORTALITY  IN  SCHOOL  CHILDREN. 


Cause  of  Death  No. 

Delayed  shock  as  result  of  burns  ...  ...  ...  1 

Asphyxia  due  to  drowning  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Road  accident  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Gas  poisoning  administered  by  father  ...  ...  ...  1 

Asphyxia  due  to  suffocation  through  epilepsy  ...  ...  1 

Acute  nephritis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Rheumatic  heart  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

T.B.  Meningitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  1 

Purpura  and  Lobar  Meningitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Total  ...  ...  9 

This  compares  with  7  deaths  in  1950. 


HANDICAPPED  CHILDREN. 

(a)  Categories  of  Handicapped  Children. 

The  number  of  different  categories  of  handicapped  children 
known  to  the  department  is  shown  in  the  table  overleaf.  We 
are  still  working  under  some  difficulties  with  regard  to  the 
provision  of  open-air  education.  It  is  hoped  that  in  the  very 
near  future  a  child  psychology  service  will  be  available  for  the 
treatment  of  maladjusted  children. 
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Category 

In 

Special 

School 

In 

Main¬ 

tained 

School 

In 

Inde¬ 

pendent 

School 

Not  at 
School 

Total 

Blind 

5 

_ . 

5 

Partially  Sighted  ... 

4 

- — 

— 

4 

Deaf 

5 

— 

2 

7 

Partially  Deaf  ... 

3 

— 

— 

1 

4 

Delicate  ... 

5 

69 

— 

— 

74 

Educationally  Sub¬ 
normal  ... 

71 

71 

Epileptic  ... 

— ■ 

2 

— . 

— 

2 

Maladjusted 

6 

1 

— 

1 

8 

Physically  Handi¬ 
capped  ... 

1 

34 

4 

6 

45 

Speech  Defects  . . . 

— 

94 

— 

94 

Multiple  Disabilities 

— 

3 

— 

— 

3 

Total 

100 

203 

4 

10 

317 

(b)  Educationally  Subnormal  and  Mentally  Defective. 

Formal  examinations  were  carried  out  in  48  cases;  35 
children  were  re-examined.  The  findings  were  as  follows  : 

For  notification  under  Section  57  (3)  of  the  Education 
Act,  1944,  for  the  purpose  of  the  Mental  Deficiency 
Act : 

Idiots  » . .  « *  *  . . .  « . «  • « *  * « «  . . .  3 

Imbeciles  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

For  notification  under  Section  57  0)  of  the  Education 
Act,  1944,  relying  on  Sub-section  57  (4),  for  the 


purpose  of  the  Mental  Deficiency  Act : 

Imbecile  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Educationally  Subnormal : 

To  remain  in  Special  School  ...  ...  ...  14 

For  statutory  supervision  on  leaving  school  ...  ...  8 

For  voluntary  supervision  on  leaving  school  ...  2 

For  admission  to  Special  School  ...  ...  ...  24 

For  special  education  in  ordinary  school  ...  ...  12 
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Retarded  :  To  continue  in  ordinary  school 

Normal :  To  continue  in  ordinary  school 

Maladjusted  :  To  continue  in  ordinary  school  ... 

Maladjusted :  For  admission  to  Special  Residential 
School  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 


1 

1 

1 

3 


Report  on  the  Activities  of  the  Special  School  ( E.S.N. J 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Hollyhead  of  the  Bratt  St.  Special 
Day  School  for  the  following  particulars. 

The  year  1951  was  a  year  of  gradual  expansion  and  the 
average  number  of  children  on  roll  was  70.  A  new  class, 
catering  foe  the  needs  of  the  very  young  children  was  formed 
and,  a  qualified  teacher  was  appointed  to  take  charge.  The 
staff  now  comprises  Headmaster,  who  is  at  present  also-  a  class 
teacher,  three  qualified  assistant  teachers  and  a  fully  qualified 
fulbtime  handicraft  teacher.  The  school  is  organised  into  four 
classes  corresponding  to  Nursery  and  Infant,  Junior  Mixed, 
Secondary  Modern  Girls’  and  Secondary  Boys’  Departments. 

During  the  summer  term  the  whole  school  took  part  in 
organised  swimming  instruction  and  ten  third  class  and  five  first 
class  swimming  certificates  were  won  by  the  children. 

The  Annual  Camp  was  again  held  at  Beddgelert,  North 
Wales,  and  a  very  pleasant  fortnight  was  spent  under  canvas  for 
a  very  moderate  cost.  Other  outings  were  organised  to  the 
Liverpool  Pocks  and  New  Brighton  and  to  Dudley  Zoo. 


The  provision  of  a  hot  meal  at  mid-day  continued  through¬ 
out  the  year,  and  70%  of  all  the  children  stayed  at  school  for 
lunch. 

All  children  leaving  the  school  at  the  age  of  16  years  were 
successfully  placed  in  employment  and  most  have  kept  their 
places  and  become  very  useful  citizens  of  the  borough. 

With  additional  teaching  staff  and  the  provision  of  a 
domestic  science  room  for  the  girls,  the  school  is  looking  forward 
with  confidence  to  the  year  1952-53. 
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(c)  Speech  Defects. 

During  the  year  it  was  possible  to  obtain  the  services  of 
Miss  S.  Bateman  as  speech  therapist. 

94  children  were  interviewed,  of  this  number  71  were 
treated  and  12  were  kept  under  observation.  5  children  improved 
sufficiently  to  be  discharged. 


(d)  Deaf  and  Partially  Deaf. 

At  the  time  of  writing,  the  question  of  the  provision  of  an 
audiometer  for  testing  the  hearing  of  children  suspected  of  deaf' 
ness  is  still  under  consideration. 


DENTAL  REPORT. 

By  Mr.  G.  J.  S.  Littlefield,  L.D.S,,  Senior  Dental  Officer, 

I  have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  report  on  the  School  Dental 
Service  from  January  1st  to  September  30th.  Mr.  M.  A.  Bassett, 
L.D.S.,  joined  the  staff  on  January  15th  as  full  time  officer  so 
tkat  it  has  been  possible  to  carry  out  a  number  of  school  inspec¬ 
tions  which  are  analysed  below :  — 

Number  of  Inspections  in  Schools  ..  ...  2,347 

Number  referred  for  treatment  ...  ...  1,778  —  75.8% 

In  1948,  when  6,585  children  were  inspected,  the  percentage 
referred  for  treatment  was  approximately  47.5%.  These  figures 
are  significant,  indicating  as  they  do,  the  great  deterioration  in 
the  dental  condition  of  the  children. 

Mr.  Rose,  L.D.S.,  who  had  been  giving  us  one  session  per 
week,  resigned  on  3 1st  July,  and  I  should  like  to  express  my 
appreciation  of  his  services  and  those  of  Mr.  Bosworth  who 
continues  to  give  what  help  he  can.  During  the  period  under 
review,  the  equivalent  of  1.2  full-time  officers  were  employed 
compared  with  .55  for  1950.  This  improvement  in  staffing  is 
reflected  in  the  figures  for  conservative  work. 
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Number  of  fillings 


Jan.  1st/  Jan.  1st/ 
Sept.  30th  Sept.  30th 
1950  1951 

284  1,255 


There  is,  however,  no  room  for  complacency.  The  amount 
of  emergency  treatment  has  increased  and  is  increasing. 


Number  of  specials  inspected 


Jan.  1st/  Jan.  1st/ 
Sept.  30th  Sept.  30th 
1950  1951 

1,339  1,508 


Number  of  extractions  ...  ...  ...  2,611  2,937 


Dr.  Mills  has  continued  his  valuable  services  as  anaesthetist. 
Without  his  help  it  would  have  been  impossible  to  cope  with  the 
numbers  requiring  extraction  and  again  my  thanks  are  due  to 
him  and  to  all  members  of  the  School  and  Public  Health  Services 
who  have  so  willingly  assisted  me  during  another  difficult  year. 

The  orthodontic  work  during  the  year  has  had  to  be  further 
curtailed.  As  cases  have  been  finished  it  has  not  been  possible 
to  bring  under  treatment  a  corresponding  number  of  new  cases 
with  the  result  that  there  is  now  a  waiting  list  of  20  compared 
with  11  last  year. 


SCHOOL  CAMP. 

Once  again  a  number  of  pupils  took  advantage  of  the 
facilities  offered  at  the  School  Camp  which  is  organised  jointly 
by  the  West  Bromwich  and  Smethwick  Local  Education 
Authorities.  A  total  of  102  girls  and  86  boys  spent  periods  at 
the  Camp  which  is  situated  in  Ribsford,  near  Bewdley. 
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EMPLOYMENT  OF  SCHOOL  CHILDREN, 


Employed  Children  (13 — 15) 

Boys 

Girls 

Total 

Number  of  new  registrations  : 

Delivery  of  newspapers  or  milk 

165 

8 

173 

Errands  and  light  shop  duties 

41 

19 

60 

Child  performers 

1 

1 

2 

Number  of  licences  surrendered  or 
expired  : 

207 

28 

235 

Delivery  of  newspapers  or  milk 

75 

4 

79 

Errands  and  light  shop  duties 

29 

20 

49 

104 

24 

128 

Offences  Against  Bye-laws  : 

Employed  without  a  licence 

9 

— 

9 

Employed  under  permitted  age 

4 

— 

4 

Out  of  hours  ... 

15 

2 

17 

Street  Trading 

11 

— 

11 

39 

2 

41 

Number  of  warning  letters 

issued 

Number  of  employers  inter¬ 
viewed 

39 

2 

41 

3 

Prosecutions  . 

3 

— 

3 

Medical  Examinations  : 

Number  submitted  (Bye-laws) 

— 

— 

258 

Number  passed 

— 

— 

239 

Number  failed 

— 

— 

1 

Number  did  not  attend 

Number  submitted  (child 

— 

— 

18 

performers) 

— 

— 

2 

Number  passed 

— 

— 

2 
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CO-OPERATION  OF  PARENTS,  TEACHERS, 
SCHOOL  WELFARE  OFFICERS  AND 
VOLUNTARY  BODIES, 

The  number  of  parents  attending  routine  medical  inspections 
was  1,970  or  70%  of  the  children  examined. 

Again  tribute  must  be  paid  to  the  teachers  and  school 
welfare  officers  for  the  valuable  assistance  rendered  to  the 
Department. 

Our  thanks  again  are  recorded  for  the  continued  assistance 
rendered  by  the  Poor  Children’s  Welfare  Society  and  the  Rotary 
Club.  153  necessitous  children  were  supplied  with  footwear. 
Under  arrangements  with  the  Rotary  Club,  32  boys  were  sent  to 
the  Convalescent  Home,  Weston-super-Mare. 

Much  help  was  rendered  to  the  Department  by  the  National 
Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Children  through  the 
medium  of  Inspector  Lewis. 
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MEDICAL  INSPECTION  RETURNS* 

TABLE  I. 

MEDICAL  INSPECTION  OF  PUPILS  ATTENDING 
MAINTAINED  PRIMARY  AND  SECONDARY 

SCHOOLS. 

(INCLUDING  SPECIAL  SCHOOLS). 

A.— PERIODIC  MEDICAL  INSPECTIONS, 

Number  of  Inspections  in  the  prescribed  Group 
Entrants 

Second  Age  Group 
Third  Age  Group 

I s ryto  1 

r  Vw/ 1  CL  i.  •••  •••  ••• 

Number  of  other  Periodic  Inspections  ... 

Grand  Total 

B.— OTHER  INSPECTIONS. 

Number  of  Special  Inspections 
Number  of  Rednspections 


Total 


1,474 

445 

824 


2,743 

59 


2,802 


1,672 

1,792 


3,464 


C. — PUPILS  FOUND  TO  REQUIRE  TREATMENT. 

Number,  of  Individual  Pupils  Found  at  Periodic  Medical 
Inspection  to  Require  Treatment  (excluding  Dental  Diseases 

and  Infestation  with  Vermin). 


Group 

(1) 

For 

defective 

vision 

(excluding 

squint) 

(2) 

For  any 
of  the 
other 
conditions 
recorded 
in  Table 
HA 
(3) 

Total 

individual 

pupils 

(4) 

Entrants 

_ 

149 

149 

Second  Age  Group 

24 

16 

31 

Third  Age  Group  ... 

24 

28 

49 

Total  (prescribed  groups)  ... 

48 

205 

229 

Other  Periodic  Inspections 

— 

2 

2 

Grand  Total 

48 

207 

231 
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TABLE  II. 

A— RETURN  OF  DEFECTS  FOUND  BY  MEDICAL 

INSPECTION. 


Defect  or  Disease 

(1) 

Periodic  Inspections 

Special  Inspections 

No.  of  defects 

No.  of  defects 

Requiring 

treatment 

(2) 

Requiring 
to  be  kept 
under 

observation, 
but  not 
requiring 
treatment 

O) 

Requiring 

treatment 

(4) 

Requiring 
to  be  kept 
under 

observation, 
but  not 
requiring 
treatment 
(5) 

Skin  •••  •••  ••• 

7 

8 

144 

2 

Eyes — (a)  Vision 

46 

9 

66 

9 

(b)  Squint 

17 

8 

13 

— 

(c)  Other 

7 

3 

32 

3 

Ears — (a)  Hearing  ... 

2 

7 

4 

2 

(b)  Otitis 

Media 

19 

13 

40 

2 

(c)  Other 

7 

4 

27 

7 

Nose  or  Throat 

94 

131 

68 

22 

Speech 

5 

10 

5 

1 

Cervical  Glands 

4 

25 

— 

1 

Heart  and  Circulation 

1 

13 

1 

14 

Lungs 

21 

66 

22 

29 

Developmental — 

(a)  Hernia 

— 

8 

— 

— 

(b)  Other 

2 

1 

2 

1 

Orthopaedic — 

(a)  Posture 

1 

3 

— 

3 

(b)  Flat  foot 

1 

11 

18 

3 

(c)  Other 

5 

10 

10 

7 

Nervous  system — 

(a)  Epilepsy 

— 

4 

— 

12 

(b)  Other 

1 

3 

4 

— 

Psychological— 

(a)  Development  ... 

— 

3 

— 

3 

(b)  Stability 

5 

6 

3 

1 

Other 

10 

33 

448 

624 
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TABLE  II — continued. 


B.— CLASSIFICATION  OF  THE  GENERAL  CONDITION 
OF  PUPILS  INSPECTED  DURING  THE  YEAR  IN  THE 

AGE  GROUPS. 


Age  Groups 

No.  of 
Pupils 
In' 

spected 

A. 

(Good) 

B. 

(Fair) 

C. 

(Poor) 

No. 

%  of 
col.  2 

No. 

%  of 
col.  2 

No. 

%  of 
col.  2 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

(8) 

Entrants 

1474 

479 

32.5 

984 

66.75 

11 

.75 

Second  Age  Group 

445 

113 

25.5 

326 

73.0 

6 

1.5 

Third  Age  Group  ... 

824 

240 

29.15 

577 

69.0 

7 

1.0 

Other  Periodic 

■ 

Inspections 

59 

14 

23.8 

43 

73.0 

2 

* 

3.2 

Total  . . . 

2802 

846 

30.2 

1930 

68.88 

26 

.92 

TABLE  III. 

INFESTATION  WITH  VERMIN. 

(i)  Total  number  of  examinations  in  the  schools  by 

the  school  nurses  or  other  authorised  persons  ...  30,770 

(ii)  Total  number  of  individual  pupils  examined  ...  13,709 

(in)  Total  number  of  individual  pupils  found  to  be 

infested  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,277 

(iv)  Number  of  individual  pupils  in  respect  of  whom 
cleansing  notices  were  issued  (Section  54  (2), 

Education  Act,  1944)  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

(l>)  Number  of  individual  pupils  in  respect  of  whom 
cleansing  orders  were  issued  (Section  54  (3), 

Education  Act,  1944)  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 
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TABLE  IV. 

TREATMENT  OF  PUPILS  ATTENDING 
MAINTAINED  PRIMARY  AND  SECONDARY 
SCHOOLS  (INCLUDING  SPECIAL  SCHOOLS) 

GROUP  1.— DISEASES  OF  THE  SKIN  (excluding  uncleanliness, 

for  which  see  Table  III). 


. 

Number  of  cases  treated  or 
under  treatment  during  the  year 

By  the  Authority 

Otherwise 

Ringworm — (1)  Scalp 
(ii)  Body 

Scabies 

Impetigo 

Other  skin  diseases 

2  ' 

6 

11 

45 

24 

Not  available 

55 

55 

55 

55 

Total 

88 

— 

GROUP  2. — EYE  DISEASES, 

DEFECTIVE  VISION  AND 

SQUINT. 

Number  of  cases  dealt  with 

Bv  the  Authority 

Otherwise 

External  and  other,  excluding 

< 

errors  of  refraction  and 
squint  •••  ••• 

182 

_ , 

Errors  of  refraction  (including 
squint) 

145 

117 

Total 

327 

117 

Number  of  pupils  for  whom 
spectacles  were 
(a)  Prescribed  ... 

124 

41 

(b)  Obtained 

114 

41 
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GROUP  3.— DISEASES  AND  DEFECTS  OF  EAR,  NOSE  AND 

THROAT. 


Number  of  cases  treated 

By  the  Authority 

Otherwise 

Received  operative  treatment 

(a)  for  diseases  of  the  ear 

( b )  for  adenoids  and 
chronic  tonsillitis  . . . 

(c)  for  other  nose  and 
throat  conditions  ... 

Received  other  forms  of  treat" 
ment  •  •  #•  •  *  •  ••• 

7 

40 

169 

3 

33 

5 

Total 

216 

41 

GROUP  4. — ORTHOPAEDIC  AND  POSTURAL 

DEFECTS. 

(a)  Number  treated  as  in" 
patients  in  hospitals 

(b)  Number  treated  otherwise, 
e.g.,  in  clinics  or  out" 
patient  departments 

17  — 

By  the  Authority 

Otherwise 

8 

• — 

GROUP  5.— CHILD  GUIDANCE  TREATMENT. 

Number  of 

cases  treated 

In  the  Authority’s 
Child  Guidance 
Clinics 

Elsewhere 

Number  of  pupils  treated  at 
Child  Guidance  Clinics  ... 

— 

— 
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GROUP  6.— SPEECH  THERAPY. 


Number  of  cases  treated 

By  the  Authority 

Otherwise 

Number  of  pupils  treated  by 

Speech  Therapists 

71 

— 

GROUP  7.— OTHER  TREATMENT  GIVEN. 


Miscellaneous 

minor 

ailments  ... 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

(b) 

Other  than 
(specify) 

(a)  above 

1  . 

2  . 

3  . 

4  . 

5  . 

Total 


Number  of  cases  treated 


By  the  Authority 

Otherwise 

2,083 

Not  available 

— 

55 

5  5 

— 

55 

55 

55 

2,083 

— 
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TABLE  V. 

DENTAL  INSPECTION  AND  TREATMENT 
CARRIED  OUT  BY  THE  AUTHORITY. 


Number  of  pupils  inspected  by  the  Authority’s 

Dental  Officers  : 

(a)  Periodic  age  groups  ... 

•  •  • 

2,347 

( b )  Specials 

... 

1,915 

Total  ...  ... 

... 

4,262 

Number  found  to  require  treatment  ... 

1,778 

Number  referred  for  treatment 

•  •  • 

1,842 

Number  actually  treated 

•  •  • 

2,719 

Attendances  made  by  pupils  for  treatment 

. . . 

5,317 

Half -days  devoted  to  :  Inspection  ... 

•  •  • 

9 

Treatment  ... 

•  •  • 

564 

Total 

•  •  • 

573 

Fillings :  Permanent  Teeth  ... 

•  •  • 

1,323 

Temporary  Teeth  ... 

•  •  • 

94 

Total 

. . . 

1,417 

Number  of  teeth  filled  :  Permanent  Teeth 

Temporary  Teeth 

. . . 

1,290 

94 

Total 

•  •  • 

1,384 

Extractions:  Permanent  Teeth 

931 

Temporary  Teeth 

•  •  • 

4,451 

Total  •  •  *r  •  •  • 

•  •  • 

5,382 

Administration  of  general  anaesthetics  for  extraction 

2,049 

Other  operations  :  Permanent  Teeth 

233 

Temporary  Teeth 

•  •  • 

1 

Total 

•  •  • 

234 

Total 


